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On Narrative Instabilities in Coetzee’s Disgrace
DING Xiao-yue'?
(1. College of International Studies, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225000, China;
2. College of Literature, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225000, China)

Abstract: Rhetorical theory of narrative has a far-reaching influence in the criticism community, and theory
of narrative procession, as an important element of rhetorical theory of narrative and one of its core concepts, tex—
tual dynamics, is mainly embodied in unstable narratives. Narrative instabilities drive the narrative procession of
the work. Taking the Disgrace as an example and from the perspective of textual dynamics, narratives instabili—
ties, as a new critical attempt, are specifically analyzed. It is found that in the novel, Coetzee mainly makes the
narrative procession move forward step by step through the development and resolution of several groups of unsta—
ble factors, which fully demonstrates his brilliant narrative art.
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