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Analytical Study of the Authenticity of Emperor Jianwen’s Escape

from Port of Quanzhou by an Arab Ship
SHI Cun-long
(Water Transport Science Research Institute, Ministry of Transport, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: The proposition of CCTV documentary The Turning Point of History = The Voyages to Western O—
cean is appropriate, but some of the views in it are open to question. After analytical study, the article presents
the view that the Port of Quanzhou at that time lacked objective conditions for Emperor Jianwen to escape, and
Emperor Jianwen did not go to Kaiyuan Temple being a monk in Quanzhou. The so—called statements that Jian—
wen Emperor escaped overseas from Quanzhou by an Arab merchant ship, and Li Ting traced Emperor Jianwen to
Quanzhou, were derived from the fiction of the Japanese novel Great Navigation and successive misinformation of
the writers in Taiwan and Shanghai.
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