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Study on the Development of Shipping Industry in

Chaohu Lake Basin Between 1949 and 1978

TANG Chuan-bing
(Dept. of History, Anhui University, Hefei 23009, China)

Abstract: Chaohu Lake basin is characterized by dense distributions of rivers and ports, rich agricultural
and mineral resources, and it has been an important shipping route since ancient times. Since the founding of the
new China, the local government has restored and expanded the infrastructures and facilities such as ports and
docks, a number of freight and passenger transport routes have been shaped, shipyards have been established,
wooden sailing transport agency has been organized, all of which were conducive to facilitating the development
of the shipping industry, and promoting peasant crew’s salary and benefits. These measures have improved the
continuous development of the shipping industry in Chaohu Lake basin.
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