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Exploration of the Relationship between Morality and Punishment

and their value in the History of Chinese Political Thought
PAN Yu, LI Qian—jin
(School of Public Administration, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The relationship between morality and punishment is one of the important topics in political life
in Chinese history. There are many political ideas about the relationship between morality and punishment. With
reference to historical period, the thought of morality and punishmentcan be divided into three stages: the stage of
the emergence, i.e., the period of the Contention of a Hundred Schools of Thought during which the Confucianists
and the Legalists carried out debate on the rule of morality and the rule of law; the stage of the development and
change of the thought of the morality and punishment — the Qin and early Han Dynasty during which the Qin
Government promoted the “rule of law”, and the ideological development in the early Han Dynasty evoked the rule
of morality; the gradual formation of the thought of morality and punishment — the Han and Tang Dynasties dur—
ing which the rule of morality was dominant and the punishment was secondary. The traditional theory of the re—
lationship betweenmorality and punishment has its specific social and cultural background. It is characterized by
moral legalization and the orthodoxy of “morality dominant and punishment secondary”. Tt has rich practical val—
ue and historical continuity, and is instructive for the formulation of modern law. It helps correctly understand the
relationship between law and morality, and is greatly helpful for the unity of ruling country by law and ruling
country by morality.

Key words: relationship between morality and punishment; theoretical characteristics; realistic value



