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Navigational Risks in Taicang Reach

of the Yangtze River and Their Solutions
WU lJie
(Nantong Pilot Station, the Yangtze River Pilotage Center, Nantong 226000, China)

Abstract: The width of the channel in Taicang reach of the Yangtze River is narrowed from the downstream
to upstream. The traffic volume is large, and the traffic flow is complex. There exist risks such as ship crossing,
crossover and sheering, which can easily cause ship collision accidents. In the navigational operation, it is neces—
sary to always stay alert, strengthen the watch—keeping and make full use of effective means such as visual obser—
vation, radar, VHF radio telephone to gain early detection of other ships’ movements, and make full estimation of
possible collision risks, using good seamanship and piloting skills to take reasonable collision avoidance methods
according to different navigational environment, ship types, and situations encountered.
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