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Exploratory Discussion on Discourse Markers Used for Topic

Transfer between Chinese and Japanese
YANG Xue-jiang
(School of Foreign Languages and Tourism, Wuxi Institute of Technology, Wuxi 214121, China)

Abstract: Based on an angle of using discourse markers in the process of topic transfer between Chinese
and Japanese and categorized by gender and age, words which are commonly used by both Chinese and Japanese
in the process of topic transfer are identified. The differences of conversation modes between Chinese and
Japanese are clarified, and differences of gender and age in both languages are discussed as well. The study re—
veals that no matter which type of words or discourse markers, Japanese tend to use more frequently than Chi-
nese.
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